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The District
The Houston Museum District is one of the most visited and diverse cultural centers anywhere and now has 18 members within a 1.5 mile radius that provide rich experiences in art, history, culture, nature and science:

Buffalo Soldiers National Museum


Byzantine Fresco Chapel Museum

Children’s Museum of Houston   


Contemporary Arts Museum Houston

Czech Center Museum Houston


Holocaust Museum Houston



Houston Center for Contemporary Craft

Houston Center for Photography


Houston Museum of Natural Science

Houston Zoo, Inc. 



The John C. Freeman Weather Museum 

The Health Museum




The Jung Center of Houston


Lawndale Art Center






The Menil Collection 



Museum of Fine Arts, Houston





Rice University Art Gallery



The Rothko Chapel

Audience
The Museum District attracts visitors of all ages, backgrounds and ethnicities from the Houston area, other parts of the country and abroad.  Combined on-site attendance (FY 07/08) exceeds 6.6 million per year, more than the three major sports teams combined.  Also, museum outreach programs (FY 07/08) served more than an additional 1.6 million.  The District is one of Houston’s most important tourism destinations, a vital educational resource and a major asset as Houston competes in the global economy.
Affordable
10 museums are free all the time.  All but one offer free hours.
Convenient
Located in the heart of Houston, the Museum District is served by four METRORail stops and is easily accessible from US 59, State Highway 288 and Main Street.

Organization
Eleven institutions formed the Houston Museum District Association as a 501 (c) (3) corporation on January 27, 1997.  Five new museums joined in 2002 and two more in 2007.  The organization enhances and promotes the District as a destination. 
Programs
Museum District Day – Each year District museums offer free general admission and shuttle service to introduce new visitors to museums and to raise public awareness about the District.  In 11 years there have been 587,000 visits on Museum District Days.

Museum Educators Open House – Each year District museums host an open house for educators (public, private and home-school) to learn about education programs offered at more than 30 organizations in the District and or in the Houston area. 
Museum District Web Site and Visitor Brochure – The District web site www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org provides links to all member museums, a calendar of exhibits and activities and information about District activities.  The brochure includes a map and the location of and contact information for the all museums.  The brochure is available at museums, provided to conventions in Houston and distributed throughout the Gulf Coast region.

Archive, Film Trailer, Audio Tour  – The District funded a film archive of  over 60 hours of digi-beta footage that documents museums in the District, provides film for tourism promotions and are available for use by each museum.  The District partnered with the Greater Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau to create a 30-second film trailer with a kaleidoscope view of the Museum District and a 5-minute film for the visitors’ center. The District has also partnered with the Downtown District to create an MP3 down-loadable tour from downtown via METRORail leading to a walking tour of parts of the District.
Collaborations - The District works closely with numerous cultural organizations including the Theater District, Miller Outdoor Theatre, the Houston Arts Alliance and Texans for the Arts.   The District also has strong ties with the Greater Houston Convention & Visitors Bureau, the Greater Houston Partnership, the Houston Hotel & Lodging Association, the Texas Travel Industry Association, Houston Greeters, the Texas Medical Center and others.
Public Issues – The District responds to public concerns and opportunities related to transportation, area beautification, flood control and urban planning considerations. 
Funding
Total operating budgets for the member museums exceed $100 million funded almost completely from revenues and private donations.  Funding for museum district programs and allocations is approximately $1.8 million in Hotel Occupancy Tax funds from the City and the Houston Arts Alliance; contributions from participating museums; foundation grants from The Houston Endowment Inc.; The John P. McGovern Foundation; The Wortham Foundation, Inc.; The Brown Foundation, Inc.; and in-kind from KHOU-TV Channel 11, Houston PBS and ExxonMobil.
Contact

Susan Young – HMDA Executive Director, Email:  susan@southmainalliance.org

